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Position: Doctoral candidate in Philosophy, University of California-Davis (UCD)

Dissertation

The dissertation, provisionally titled Evolutionary Mishmash: Conceptual Issues In Evolutionary
Mismatch, focuses on unpacking and resolving conceptual problems with evolutionary mismatch
(EM) hypotheses. EM is a proposed class of phenomena which result from exposing organisms (or
populations) which evolved in one environment to a substantially different environment. EM plays
a substantial and explicit conceptual role in evolutionary medicine and evolutionary psychology,
but has deeper roots in ecology and evolutionary biology. * below denotes dissertation work.

Research interests

• Philosophy of biology (AOS): evolutionary mismatch, evolutionary medicine, ecological traps,
universal biology and astrobiology.

• Normative philosophy: just war theory, consequentialism, practical ethics.

Education

• 2016: Doctoral candidate in Philosophy, UCD.
• 2013: MA in Philosophy, San Jose State University.
• 2010: BA in Philosophy, American Military University.
• 2006: AA in Chinese-Mandarin, Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center.

Scholarly publications

• “Praise, Blame, and Demandingness”. Philosophical Studies. July 2017, Volume 174, Issue
7: 1857-1869.

Under review

• *“Stranger in a strange land: an optimal-environments account of evolutionary mismatch.”

Popular publications

• “The Warring Dead” in The Ultimate Walking Dead and Philosophy. Open Court Books,
2016.

Awards

• 2018-2019: UC Davis College of Letters and Sciences, Provost’s Dissertation Year Fellowship.
• 2018: Spring Travel Award, Graduate Student Association, UCD.
• 2017: Summer Travel and Research Award, Institute for Social Sciences, UCD.
• 2017: Honorable Mention: Award for Excellence, American Association for the Advancement

of Science, Pacific Division. Combined sections of Education, History and Philosophy of
Science, and General and Interdisciplinary Studies of the General Student Paper Competition.

• 2017: UC Davis Graduate Studies Travel Award.
• 2015: Summer Travel and Research Award, Institute for Social Sciences, UC Davis.
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• 2013-2014: UC Davis Graduate Scholars Fellowship.

Upcoming presentations

• *“Be fruitful and multiply: Fitness and health in evolutionary mismatch and clinical re-
search”. American Association for the Advancement of Science Pacific Division 2018: Pomona,
CA.

• “Universal Selection”. Social and Conceptual Issues in Astrobiology (SoCIA) 2018: Reno,
NV.

Presentations

• *Symposium: “Stranger in a strange land: an optimal-environments account of evolutionary
mismatch”. American Philosophical Association Central Division 2018: Chicago, IL.

• *“Stranger in a strange land: a forecasting account of evolutionary mismatch”. European
Philosophy of Science Association 2017: Exeter, UK.

• *“Stranger in a strange land: a forecasting account of evolutionary mismatch”. International
Society for the History, Philosophy, and Social Studies of Biology 2017: São Paulo, Brazil.

• *“Evolutionary mishmash: an optimal-environments account of evolutionary mismatch”.
American Association for the Advancement of Science Pacific Division 2017: Waimea, HI.

• *Poster: “Evolutionary Mishmash: Defining Evolutionary Mismatch to Understand Environ-
mental Discordance”. Species in the Age of Discordance 2017: Salt Lake City, UT.

• *“Evolutionary mismatch: three problems”. Philosophy of Science Association 2016: Atlanta,
GA.

• Symposium: “Praise, Blame, and Demandingness”. American Philosophical Association Pa-
cific Division 2016: San Francisco, CA.

• “Praise, Blame, and Demandingness”. National University of Singapore, 2016.
• *“Against the grain: an investigative model for the ancestral health movement”. European

Philosophy of Science Association 2015: Düsseldorf, Germany.
• *“Against the grain: an investigative model for the ancestral health movement”. International

Society for the History, Philosophy, and Social Studies of Biology 2015: Montreal, Quebec.
• “Praise and Blame”. Northwest Student Philosophy Conference 2015: Bellingham, WA.

Popular presentations

• “The Problem of Suffering,” First Baptist Church, Davis, CA, February 11, 2018.

Teaching

• Summer Session II 2017, UCD: Philosophy 108, Philosophy of Biological Science.
• Summer Session II 2016, UCD: Philosophy 108, Philosophy of Biological Science.
• Summer Session II 2015, UCD: Philosophy 5, Critical Reasoning.
• Summer Session I 2014, UCD: Philosophy 12, Introduction to Symbolic Logic.

Guest lectures

• 2016, Fall Quarter, UCD: Philosophy 189D, Ethics Topics, covering three chapters from
Hogwarts For Muggles.
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• 2014, Spring Quarter, UCD: Philosophy 105, Philosophy of Religion, covering Peter van In-
wagen on the argument from design.

UCD teaching assistantships

• 2018, Winter Quarter: Philosophy 7Y, Philosophical Perspectives on Sexuality
• 2017, Fall Quarter: Philosophy 31, Appraising Scientific Reasoning
• 2017, Spring Quarter: Philosophy 13G, Minds, Brains, and Computers.
• 2017, Winter Quarter: Philosophy 30, Introduction to Philosophy of Science.
• 2016, Fall Quarter: Philosophy 38, Introduction to Philosophy of Biology.
• 2016, Spring Quarter: Philosophy 105, Philosophy of Religion.
• 2016, Winter Quarter: Philosophy 38, Introduction to Philosophy of Biology.
• 2015, Fall Quarter: Philosophy 108, Philosophy of Biological Science.
• 2015, Spring Quarter: Philosophy 118, Political Philosophy.
• 2015, Winter Quarter: Philosophy 1, Introduction to Philosophy.
• 2014, Fall Quarter: Philosophy 15, Introduction to Bioethics.

Diversity

• 2018: Certificate of Completion, Inclusive Mentorship Seminar Series, UCD Graduate Studies.
• 2017: Seminar, ‘Building Supportive Learning Environments for Critical Conversations’, UCD

Center for Educational Effectiveness.
• 2017-present: Minorities and Philosophy (MAP), UCD chapter.

Reading groups

• 2016-present (sporadic): Philosophical Pizza “Munch”. California Academy of Sciences, San
Francisco, CA.

• 2014-present: Griesemer-Millstein Philosophy of Biology Lab. UC Davis.
• 2013-2014 (sporadically till present): Davis Group in Ethics and Related Subjects (DaGERS).

UC Davis.

Academic service

• 2017: Graduate coordinator, Davis Ethics Extravaganza 2017.
• 2017: Panel organizer, “Grad Student Life”, TIPS 2017, UCD.
• 2017: Guest speaker at UCD Undergraduate Philosophy Club, May 11.
• 2017: Referee for papers at Berkeley-Stanford-Davis Graduate Philosophy Conference, 2017.
• 2016: Panel organizer, “Being a Grad Student”, TIPS 2016, UCD.
• 2016: Referee for papers at Berkeley-Stanford-Davis Graduate Philosophy Conference, 2016.
• 2015: Referee for papers at Berkeley-Stanford-Davis Graduate Philosophy Conference, 2015.
• 2014: Chair, philosophy panel, Davis Animal Studies Group Conference 2014.
• 2014-2015: graduate volunteer coordinator for UCD Philosophy symposia.
• 2014: Referee for papers at Berkeley-Stanford-Davis Graduate Philosophy Conference, 2014.

References

• Dissertation advisor: Roberta Millstein, Professor of Philosophy, UC Davis (rlmillstein@ucdavis.edu).
• James Griesemer, Professor of Philosophy, UC Davis (jrgriesemer@ucdavis.edu).
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• Tina Rulli, Assistant Professor of Philosophy, UC Davis (trulli@ucdavis.edu).
• Sean Valles, Associate Professor of Philosophy, Michigan State (valles@msu.edu).

Professional memberships

• 2018-present: Philosophy of Science Association.
• 2018-present: Society of Christian Philosophers.
• 2017-present: American Association for the Advancement of Science, Pacific Division.
• 2015-present: European Philosophy of Science Association.
• 2015-present: International Society for the History, Philosophy, and Social Studies of Biology.
• 2015-present: American Philosophical Association.
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